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fore it was put in force, and replaced by that of Berlin.
Although the Treaty of Berlin also contained this reform
clause in its Article 61, there was no longer any penalty
attached so it was without practical significance. The
Eussian army was to occupy the Armenian provinces and
was not to evacuate them until after the reforms had
been put into effect; while in the Treaty of Berlin the
simple pledge of the contracting powers to see that the
reforms were put into effect was accepted. Is it neces-
sary to add that the Porte took advantage of this fact to
evade reform altogether? Not only that, but the policy
since then has consisted in suppressing the Armenians
so as to solve more easily the Armenian question. Con-
sequently, there have taken place the massacres of 1894
and 1896 under Abdul Hamid, in which more than 300,000
Armenians perished.

The Armenians had hoped that the accession of the
Young Turks would finally deliver them; but it was a
vain hope. Less than a year after the proclamation of
the Constitution, 30,000 Armenians were massacred in
Cilicia. And yet, in order to overthrow the ill-omened,
despotic government of Abdul Hamid, the Young Turks
had not disdained to ask the help of the Armenians,
which the latter had willingly given them in the spirit
of "Union and Progress," of which the Young Turks
boasted. They hoped to see the end of persecution and
massacre. Too late did they see their error, for they
were recompensed for their help by the massacres of
Adana, in which the connivance of the " Government of
Union and Progress" has been established beyond a
doubt by the official investigation itself.

Such was then the situation in the Armenian provinces
when, in 1912, war broke out in the Balkans. Shortly
afterwards, when the Conference of London was held for
the settlement of the Balkan question, the Armenians